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VISION
Montsalvat is renowned and respected as an inspiring and living accessible home for
arts, culture and ideas which values its heritage, is engaged with its community and
where artistic pursuits are created, learnt, exhibited, performed, promoted and held
in trust for the people of Victoria.

OUR PURPOSE (MISSION)
Montsalvat is built on an understanding of the culture and legacy of the founding
families that continues to develop as a living, thriving artistic community that
educates and promotes local, national and international arts and cultural practice.
We work to conserve and enhance our magnificent natural site, unique buildings and
collections so that present and future generations can draw inspiration from
Montsalvat’s beauty and creative heritage. We will engage with and attract past,
present and new audiences and provide people with diverse creative experiences. 

VALUES
RESPECT for our visitors, our artists, for each other and for our colleagues in the
wider community

EXCELLENCE in all we do – in the arts and in maintaining our heritage buildings and
grounds

INTEGRITY through acting in a fair, honest, and non- discriminatory manner whilst
promoting an inclusive, caring environment

INNOVATION by encouraging new ways of thinking and working in all that we do
and supporting our people to take measured risks to this end

ACCOUNTABILITY through our own our actions and behaviours and take
responsibility for them

INCLUSIVITY we will provide an environment and service culture that is engaging,
open and accessible to all



CHAIR’S REPORT
Overview
As Australia’s oldest continuously active artists’ community, Montsalvat has seen many
developments, challenges and accomplished numerous artistic endeavours. Once a private
semi-rural retreat for artists, it has evolved into a public hub of creative opportunity in our
great country that prides itself on a commitment to heritage, arts and culture. Montsalvat
has long been a contributor to that history and commitment. Its perfect environment for
creativity, education and exploration articulates why artists, students and visitors gravitate
to these Melbourne hills for inspiration.

Montsalvat is also a place of welcome to all – the young and not so young, committed and
curious. Everyone is invited to find peace and pleasure in Montsalvat’s lovingly tended
gardens, enjoy Montsalvat’s exhibitions, concerts and festivals, its restaurant and hospitality
and marvel at its complex of buildings that evoke a European past, whilst exemplifying a very
Australian trait of recycling and architectural inventiveness.

During this financial year we experienced the ongoing challenges and aftermath of the global
pandemic, which began in early 2020. The impact of Covid-19 continued with human,
environmental and economic impacts on a global scale. Montsalvat did not escape from these
impacts, with a community that was still often hesitant to move too far from home. Like
many other arts organisations, Montsalvat has been severely impacted financially and it will
take some time to recover from this challenging situation. We have, however, made great
progress during this twelve-month period to transition to a sustainable position. 

My sincere thanks go to the many supporters of Montsalvat which includes Creative Victoria,
Nillumbik Shire Council, our local members, donors, Friends, volunteers, artists and visitors.
Our patrons, Barbara van Ernst AM, Morag Fraser AM, Dr Barry Jones AC and Phillip Adams
AO have provided great support during these twelve months. 

The Board and Governance
Montsalvat Ltd, with its executive and staff, is responsible for sustaining Montsalvat’s
ongoing commitment to the creation, performance and teaching of art in its many forms. The
tradition began in the 1930s, with the Jörgensen and Skipper families and the artists and
friends who supported them. The Montsalvat Ltd Board, as Trustee since the Board’s formal
establishment in 2007, continues the commitment to provide for artists and foster education
programs that spark innovation, engagement and encourage the highest standards from all
who participate in them.



In addition to the ongoing challenges during this year, the Board’s task was to continue to
ensure the structural and financial integrity of this well-loved heritage institution.
Montsalvat is unique in Australia for its French-provincial-derived architectural style and its
locally devised building methods. The care and ongoing maintenance of the buildings and
gardens are part of Montsalvat’s commitment to providing artists and the public with an
inspiring gathering place. Montsalvat’s arts activities are financially underpinned through a
diversity of events and celebrations, for which Montsalvat is an ideal site.

Montsalvat Ltd is a not-for profit company, with its Board Directors volunteering their
services. The Board met on six occasions. Their professional experience covered the arts,
music, land use planning, law, journalism, interior and building design, finance, business,
philanthropy, governance and marketing. 

The Board undertakes regular succession planning in accordance with Montsalvat’s
constitutionally mandated criteria for selection, and its own assessment of the capabilities
required to meet Montsalvat’s objectives.

In November 2022, Ron Brown was appointed as a co-opted member until the 2023 AGM.
At the December 2022 Annual General Meeting John Howie AM, Peter Sexton and Barbara
van Ernst AM were appointed to the Board for a three-year period. Elizabeth Hill-Cooper
was elected as a co-opted member for three years. 

The Montsalvat Board and senior staff reviewed its Strategic Plan at a workshop in
December 2022. It was formally adopted at the Board meeting in February 2023. Our vision
is: ‘Montsalvat is renowned and respected as an inspiring and living accessible home for
arts, culture and ideas which values its heritage, is engaged with its community and where
artistic pursuits are created, learnt, exhibited, performed, promoted and held in trust for
the people of Victoria’.

In 2024, Montsalvat will celebrate its 90th Birthday and our overarching objective is that
Montsalvat will continue to be a living, thriving artistic community that is welcoming to all. 

Montsalvat Ltd.’s foundational governance documents – Constitution, Governance Plan,
Delegation of Authority Policy and Committees’ Terms of Reference – are regularly
reviewed and updated to comply with government regulations and to reflect best practice.

I would like to acknowledge all Board member’s role in progressing our vision, mission and
values. Unlike many organisations, all Directors play an active role, and this outstanding
dedication is appreciated and acknowledged. Board members bring a wealth of
professional experience and skills and this knowledge is intrinsic to our success, now and in
the future.



COMMITTEES 
The Montsalvat Foundation Incorporated Committee is the body authorised to
receive tax-deductible donations to Montsalvat. The Foundation is hugely grateful to
all donors, volunteers and supporters who gave time and financial resources. The
Foundation met on five occasions and is chaired by John Howie AM. Its AGM was held
in December 2022.

Montsalvat Ltd.’s committees oversee the governance, financial sustainability and
risk management, facilities management, and fundraising initiatives to progress
Montsalvat’s mission. They operate within their terms of reference and provide
ongoing, strategic advice to the Board. In 2022-23 the following committees met
regularly:
•Finance, Audit and Risk Management Committee, chaired by Peter Sexton
•Governance Committee, chaired by John Howie AM
•Fundraising Committee, chaired by John Howie AM 
•Buildings and Facilities Committee chaired by Lisa Riddle

OUR ORGANIZATION
In February 2023, based on our strategic direction, the Board initiated a review of our
structure which resulted in a revised management framework. The review resulted in
the creation of a CEO position and other movements to job roles and responsibilities.
Following extensive advertising and interest from a wide group of talented
applicants, the Board was delighted to appoint Mr Matt Jones as Montsalvat’s CEO.
Matt commenced in May 2023.



A skilled leader in cultural and community precincts, Matt’s professional background
included public precinct strategic planning, creative venue management,
event/program productions, business development and operational delivery in both
the UK and Australia. Matt’s career has included roles as CEO for Place Leaders Asia
Pacific and senior positions at Federation Square including General Manager
Programs and Events, Program Manager and Manager Creative Projects. Matt had
also undertaken numerous high-profile, public-sector projects through his
consultancy business, Matt Jones Creative Projects and managed the output of
several creative artists.

Matt’s academic qualifications included Bachelor of Arts with majors in English
(Cultural Studies) and Anthropology (Melbourne University), Master of Arts, Media
and Communications (University of London) and Committee for Melbourne Future
Focus Group (Accelerated Business Leadership Program).

Matt brings an outstanding set of relevant artistic and business skills and expertise.
In the short time that Matt has been with us, he has brought a particular focus on
team leadership, stakeholder management and the delivery of multi-faceted
projects. He has an innovative and dynamic leadership style and has provided a focus
for our committed and dedicated team, and great support for the Board.

We are confident that Matt will very competently lead the organisation’s next phase
of strategic growth and we look optimistically towards the future, while continuing
to nurture and manage Montsalvat’s significant legacy and history. 

I would like to acknowledge our small team of talented, dedicated and professional
staff for their ongoing commitment and enthusiasm for the work that they
undertake. Thanks also to Lyndel Wischer who undertook the role of General
Manager until February 2023.

THE ARTS
Montsalvat’s arts activities included exhibitions, classes, concerts, school excursions,
film shoots, and the Montsalvat Arts Festival, all directed and developed by
Montsalvat’s Arts team. The progression of our partnerships with organisations such
as Victorian Opera continued to develop.

This artistic program also included Montsalvat’s ceramics centre, Clay Talk which has
continued to expand in popularity due to our talented and inspiring tutors.
Additional details on arts events are listed below.



EVENTS, COMMUNITY AND HOSPITALITY
Montsalvat’s events, hospitality and promotional programs help keep Montsalvat viable as
a centre for art. They also serve to welcome into Montsalvat a broad spectrum of
Australian and international visitors, to enjoy the art, architecture, the gardens, and to
celebrate significant milestones in their own lives. Again, credit goes to the Montsalvat
team for managing this vital part of our business and ensuring that our clients have a
meaningful experience. There are many complex issues to manage, and we are fortunate
to have staff who are experienced, thoughtful and professional in their work.
Additional details on events are listed below.

GROUNDS AND MAINTENANCE
Montsalvat has for years benefitted from the expertise and enthusiasm of our head
gardener and her handy, energetic team of artisans and volunteers. Together they care for
Montsalvat’s gardens and unique buildings with exceptional sensitivity and regard for the
unique nature of the place.

VOLUNTEERS, PARTNERS, PATRONS AND SUPPORTERS
Montsalvat is assisted in every aspect of its operations and preservation of our heritage
assets by the generosity of people who assist us by giving their time, expertise and
financial support. 

Our partners provide us with opportunities, ideas and the resources to fund and curate
exhibitions, concerts and festivals for our enthusiastic artistic and engaged community.
The amazing contribution and donations from our generous patrons and supporters
enable us to achieve many projects and purchase equipment that otherwise could not be
possible. Our volunteers work in the gardens, in the galleries, at festivals; they operate the
car parks, help out with front of house; they volunteer their expertise and labour with a
friendly smile. 

The Section on Governance provides details about the wonderful people and organisations
who assist us to maintain and further pursue our cultural and educational objectives. 
Montsalvat thanks them all – we could not do without them.

CONCLUSION
This year has been a time of exceptional challenges and collectively we have managed to
retain our vision and sense of purpose. My sincere thanks go to the Board, Creative
Victoria, Nillumbik Shire Council, our staff, artists, volunteers, donors and patrons for your
outstanding and continued contribution and commitment. This collective energy is the
essence of what makes Montsalvat such a vibrant and exceptional, creative place to be. We
look to the future, while acknowledging our past.

Catherine Dale (Dr)
Chair Montsalvat Ltd



I am thrilled to have the privilege of leading the next chapter of Montsalvat’s
evolution. Montsalvat is a true one-of-a-kind – a place of creation, celebration
and commemoration. 

It is a historically significant, complex and multi-stakeholder organization which
provides a vibrant cultural framework, supported by a diversity of stakeholders
including government, exhibiting artists, studio artists, community, patrons,
donors, volunteers and visitors. Montsalvat’s pioneering community has been
cherished by so many generations of artists and visitors, and I intend for its
legacy to thrive for generations to come. 

In my initial four weeks at Montsalvat I have focused on reviewing our
operational needs and determining our immediate priorities. Montsalvat is a
complex site with many competing challenges and opportunities. Our heritage
architecture provides an ongoing focus as we strive to maintain and enhance our
essential infrastructure. As CEO I am committed to ensuring that our limited
resources are used to achieve the best outcomes for Montsalvat, now and for
the future.

Our dedicated and multitalented staff undertake their roles with enthusiasm
and professionalism, and I have appreciated their welcoming support.

2023-2024 promises to be an exciting year as we celebrate our 90th Birthday. We
will continue our efforts to present inviting and diverse programs and to look
outward as an arts organization, seeking to work with cultural peers, local
businesses and local artists. Through this approach, a wider net of supporters,
Montsalvat’s unique history, unparalleled across Australia, can be shared with
confidence and with a voice that embraces the past and accepts new thought to
augment programs for a generation for whom Montsalvat is seen as a new place
to experience creativity and inclusivity of all makers.

CEO REPORT

Matt Jones
CEO



CULTURE AND PUBLIC PROGRAMS
Montsalvat aims to provide a diversity of artistic and educational program for all
ages. This year we had just under 17,000 people visit us to attend a concert, an
exhibition, participate in a class at Clay Talk, join family and friends at a
celebration, or to just stroll through our wonderful gardens and enchanting
buildings. Listed below is a summary of those events.

MUSIC
CLANCY MCLEOD
1 JULY 2022

TRIO ANIMA MUNDI SERIES
23 JULY 2022
15 OCTOBER 2022

FLINDERS QUARTET SERIES
7 AUGUST 2022
13 NOVEMBER 2022
28 MAY 2023

JOE CHINDAMO & ZOE BLACK SERIES
16 OCTOBER 2022
4 DECEMBER 2022

RODNEY WATERMAN
5 NOVEMBER 2022

MUSICA ETERNA
5 NOVEMBER 2022

MATTHEW RIGBY & YIYUN GU
27 NOVEMBER 2022

SHARON & SLAVA GRIGORYAN
3 DECEMBER 2022

AMY RITA
24 MARCH 2023

BONNIE BROWN, MICHELLE WOOD &
CAMERON HILL
5 MAY 2023

THE BROWN & BREEN PIANO DUO &
JOE CHINDAMO
12 MAY 2023

CHARM OF FINCHES
19 MAY 2023

ANJA & ZLATNA
18 JUNE 2023



MONTSALVAT JAZZ SERIES
JOHN MCCALL & DEBRA BYRNE
11 DECEMBER 2022

MARGIE LOU DYER
29 JANUARY 2023

EUGENE BALL, BEN HANLON &
ANTHONY SCHULZ
26 February 2023

JOE CHINDAMO TRIO
26 MARCH 2023

JACKIE BORNSTEIN QUARTET
30 APRIL 2023

REBECCA BARNARD & FRIENDS
28 MAY 2023

BOB SEDERGREEN
25 JUNE 2023



SPECIAL EVENTS & ARTS ACTIVITIES 

WINTER YOUTH CHORUS SERIES
VICTORIAN OPERA X MONTSALVAT
4 - 9 JULY 2022

A cast of aspiring singers aged 15-25 years populated the Barn Gallery
during the mid-year school holidays and were mentored by Victorian
Opera’s Artistic Director Richard Mills AM, CEO and Director Elizabeth
Hill-Cooper, and Head of Music Phoebe Briggs. Studying repertoire
from the opera and musical theatre they then performed alongside two
of Victorian Opera’s professional singers.

THE BIG FUNNY GIANT
17 SEPTEMBER 2022

MONTSALVAT ARTS FESTIVAL
1 OCTOBER 2022

Montsalvat had a brilliant Spring day for the annual Arts Festival
attracting over 1400 visitors and commencing with Wurundjeri Woi-
Wurrung Elder Uncle Bill Nicholson, who provided a Welcome to
Country and Smoking Ceremony on the central lawn. Hundreds of
people engaged with the day’s events which included over 19 open
artist studios spotlighting painters, ceramists, printmakers, goldsmiths
and more, artist demonstrations by Montsalvat studio artist Shinobu
Kobayashi and exhibiting artist Lisa May as well as live music performed
by Pirritu, Alwan Middle-Eastern Music Ensemble and Maddie Jackway.
The day also featured roaming puppets by Sanctum Studio Productions
bringing smiles to the faces of many. In addition, an array of workshops,
artist talks and kids activities at Clay Talk Ceramic Centre inspired
enthusiastic makers to try their hand at ceramics.
The festival was a wonderful way to encourage creativity and welcome
the Spring season at our unique creative precinct.



HALLOWSCREAM
31 OCTOBER 2022

MONTSALVAT ARTISAN CHRISTMAS
MARKET
12 DECEMBER 2022

ROBIN HOOD
PLAYHOUSE PANTOMIMES
5 – 8 JANUARY & 12 – 15 JANUARY
2023

VOLUNTEERING IN THE GREEN
WEDGE SHIRE
22 JANUARY 2023

EXHIBITIONS BARN GALLERY

THE LOST CITY OF MELBOURNE
VALENTINE’S DAY – DIRTY DANCING
OUTDOOR CINEMA
14 FEBRUARY 2023

OUTDOOR CINEMA
1 APRIL 2023

MAD HATTER’S TEA PARTY
EASTER SUNDAY
9 APRIL 2023

MOTHER’S DAY
14 MAY 2023

BIGGEST MORNING TEA
25 MAY 2023

RICK AMOR SELF-PORTRAIT PRIZE
2022
30 JUNE – 21 AUGUST 2022

ARALUEN HOME
25 AUGUST – 18 SEPTEMBER 2022

DIAMOND VALLEY PHOTOGRAPHIC
SOCIETY
LENS LIFE VISION
22 SEPTEMBER – 16 OCTOBER 2022

THOU ART MUM
NATURE’S STORY
20 OCTOBER – 13 NOVEMBER 2022

JO CARROLL & BEV PLOWMAN
REFLECTIVE JOURNEYS
17 NOVEMBER - 8 JANUARY 2023

LOCAL/ REMIX
NILLUMBIK SHIRE COUNCIL
7 APRIL – 29 MAY 2022

SUSAN REDDROP SUBLIMINAL
12 JANUARY – 5 FEBRUARY 2023

IAN HIGGS & MALCOLM STEWART
FURNITURE AS SCULPTURE
9 FEBRUARY – 5 MARCH 2023

PAT CRONIN FOUNDATION
BE WISE
9 MARCH – 22 APRIL 2023

JUSTUS JORGENSEN UNCONSECRATED
6 - 16 APRIL 2023

NILLUMBIK PRIZE FOR CONTEMPORARY
ART 2023
21 APRIL - 11 JUNE 2023

JAMES VOLLER
LAYERED PERSPECTIVES
16 JUNE – 9 JULY 2023



9 LIVES
REBECCA ARMSTRONG  |  DEBRA
BILLSON  |  ROSE CHONG
KIRSTEN DUNKLEY  |  RAKSMEI
KEO  |  DEBORAH LADD
KATE LAMBE  |  MELINDA STORY  | 
WENDY TSE
14 JULY–31 JULY 2022

ROMA MCLAUGHLIN & KATHY
FAHEY
THE NATURAL SHAPE OF THINGS:
SEA-LAND-SKY
4 AUGUST – 28 AUGUST 2022

JULIE BRADLEY
ESSENCE - WORKS ON PAPER
1 SEPTEMBER – 25 SEPTEMBER 2022

CLAY TALK CERAMIC CENTRE 2022
EXHIBITION
29 SEPTEMBER – 23 OCTOBER 2022

SUSIE RAZ
FOR THE ONE WHOSE VOICE WAS
SILENCED
27TH OCTOBER - 20TH NOVEMBER

SPARROW HEALTH
SHOWCASE 22
25 NOVEMBER – 18 DECEMBER

EVANGELINE CACHINERO
I AM
22 DECEMBER 2022 – 29 JANUARY 2023

W. HOWARD BRANDENBURG
DISPROLIBRIUM
2 FEBRUARY – 12 MARCH 2023

CAMERON CAINE & JOANNE
MCFADYEN
ECOLOGY - GO GREEN
16 MARCH – 9 APRIL 2023

DAMIEN SKIPPER
TONALITIES & MODULATIONS
13 APRIL - 8 MAY 2023

JOHN DERRICK
REQUIEM FOR A LOST WORLD
11 MAY – 4 JUNE 2023

HAYLEY MIRO
BLACKBIRD
8 JUNE – 9 JULY 2023

LONG GALLERY



FLORENCE WANG
HOME AFAR
14 JULY – 14 AUGUST 2022

LESLEY SINCLAIR
LANDSCAPE AND STILL LIFE FROM
THE MONTSALVAT COLLECTION
18 - 4 SEPTEMBER 2022

LISA MAY
BIRDS OF A FEATHER
8 SEPTEMBER - 2 OCTOBER 2022

EDDIE MOSES
THE FIRST SOLO EXHIBITION
6 OCTOBER – 30 OCTOBER 2022

ROCHELLE VAN DER MERWE
LONGING & BELONGING
3 NOVEMBER – 28 NOVEMBER 2022

CARMEN TUKE
EN PLEIN AIR - OF MONTSALVAT
AND TRAVELS
1 DECEMBER – 24 DECEMBER 2022

FSERGEI SHATROV & KEVIN WHITE
FLUX!
30 DECEMBER 2022 – 29 JANUARY
2023

EMMA ROSE
3097
2 FEBRUARY – 26 FEBRUARY 2023

GÖRKEM ACAROĞLU
IMMUNO-BORDERCOLOGY
2 MARCH – 26 MARCH 2023

RICHARD PHETHEAN & JOHN
HIGGINS
BOLD, BAKED AND BRITISH
30 MARCH - 23 APRIL 2023

JOOYUN LIM
THE ROAD NOT TAKEN
27 APRIL - 21 MAY 2023

AN EXHIBITION OF PAINTINGS BY
HELEN SKIPPER (1914-2000)
SKY BLUE
25 MAY – 27 AUGUST 2023

RESIDENTS GALLERY



EVENTS & FUNCTIONS
2022-23 ACTIVITY COUNTS

Memorials and Celebration of Life packages continues to grow in demand at
Montsalvat. In response to this, an enhanced product offering was developed which
includes a new and exciting menu selection suited to both morning and afternoon
memorials. Á la carte augments this offering to our clients, giving more choice than
ever before. The new booking and planning process enabled a streamlined and
simplified process for clients. Strong positive feedback has been received for this easy
and simple process.

Our wedding packages have also been expanded to enhance our daytime wedding
offerings.
Stunning contemporary menus include grazing stations, and a decadent high tea
offering. A
refreshed wine list was curated with premium Australian wines continues to position
Montsalvat as a destination of choice for weddings, memorials, and celebrations.

14
28
17
39
9

Wedding Ceremony
Wedding Ceremony and Dining
Wedding Photography
Memorials
Celebrations and Corporate

FILM AND PHOTOGRAPHY
2022-23 ACTIVITY COUNTS

FILM
Commercial Film Shoots 
Non-Commercial Film Shoots
Student Film Shoots

PHOTOGRAPHY
Commercial Photography Shoots 
Non-Commercial Photography Shoots
Student Photography Shoots

Unit Bases (utilizing car parks) 

4
6

14

11
14

5

8



CLAY TALK
Clay Talk, led by master potter Sergei Shatrov, has become Montsalvat’s leading arts
education centre, providing a diverse range of ceramics classes and packages. These
packages include children’s birthday parties, school groups seeking a creative
experience and special funded programs for disengaged youth.

The centre’s adaptive capacity, increased visitation numbers to its site, exceptional
resilience and high standards have ensured continued participation and contributed to
an enhanced arts experience for Montsalvat visitors. Operating actively six days a week,
Clay Talk stands as a model for success in arts education, demonstrating the
transformative power of inclusivity and community engagement, including partnerships
with local schools for work experience. Clay Talk’s presence has become synonymous
with the vibrant arts scene such as the Warrandyte Expo and the Eltham Rotary
Festival, attracting a diverse audience interested in ceramics and broader artistic
endeavours.

Despite a range of national financial constraints, the centre has demonstrated
remarkable resilience. Overcoming economic challenges and the prohibitive cost of
materials for pottery classes, Clay Talk has maintained solid participation rates in its
term classes. This resilience is credited to Clay Talk’s innovative approach, aligning its
offerings with the evolving needs of the community, and delivering a valuable and
sought-after artistic experience. The centre’s ability to maintain these standards has
solidified its position, underscoring the strength of its loyal followers and supporters,
its unwavering commitment to superior customer service and high-quality teaching. 

CLAY TALK EVENTS & HIGHLIGHTS 
Number of participants in Clay Talk programs
Number of term classes for 2022-2023
Number of workshops
Number of kids programs outside term classes

Number of birthday parties/private events
Average capacity for all classes
Number of staff: 

Number of Clay Talk Volunteers
Kiln Technician support
Admin support person

Clay Talk volunteers assisted in over 180 hours in total for 2022/2023 programs and events

1616 students
256 term classes
28 workshops
30

15 - avg 10 participants per event
75% filled capacity
10; 6 snr tutors and 4 tutor assistants 
       or substation teachers

3
1 person
1 person



OTHER HIGHLIGHTS

July 2022 Winterfest ceramic program of more than 250 visitors & participants on the night.
Rob Matheson Animal Sculpture Masterclasses.

August 2022 Woodfire Masterclass program at Clay Talk - 20 participants over 6 week period.
Jean-Paul Zilliacus masterclasses.

September 2022 Birribi House Program as part of Montsalvat’s Artist-in-own-residence grant
to run free classes for marginalised adolescent youth.

October 2022 Birribi House Program as part of Montsalvat’s Artist-in-own-residence grant to
run free classes for marginalised adolescent youth.
Jean-Paul Zilliacus masterclasses.

November 2022 Montsalvat Art Festival ceramic workshop program with 300+ visitors on the
day

December 2022 Launch of 35 Summer programs for first time at Clay Talk; activating summer
rather than having no events for 6 weeks as was the previous practise due to holiday season.

January 2023 “Flux” exhibition curated and developed by Kevin White & Sergei Shatrov

February 2023 Warrandyte Pottery Expo - Clay Talk offered free clay making events and gave
exposure to promoting Montsalvat.

March 2023 Participant in the Eltham Rotary Festival for two days with over 700 participants
and only two staff.

April 2023 Workshop with Jane Annois - local Warrandyte cult hero and very popular - a
program that highlights local talent inside Montsalvat and Nillumbik Shire

May 2023 Wood firing workshop with Sergei - always popular and in demand.

June 2023 New Rodhe Kiln delivered and installed thanks to the Ceramic Circle, Barb van Ernst
AM, Morag Fraser AM and Anna Maas
Work Experience for year 10 students



MONTSALVAT GALLERY SHOP 
The Montsalvat Gallery Shop stocks a range of artisan gifts, predominately by
artists located in Victoria and with many artists from the local Eltham area.

This year included beautiful artworks by Montsalvat studio artists The Art Doctor
(Dr Joanne Griggs) and handmade puppets by Adam Griggs. In addition, a broad
range of items by local artists were available at the Montsalvat Gallery Shop,
including wooden sculptures and utensils by Hank Tyler, hemp macrame and
watercolour artworks and cards by Catherine Hincks, a range of scented candles by
Ona, colouring books and prints by Angharad Neal-Williams, contemporary
jewellery by Craft Me Silly and Joyha’s aromatic Chai tea. These beautiful
handmade artisan gifts are a delight for visitors of any age.

STUDIO ARTISTS
Our studio spaces house a wide range of artists and artisans offering a great
diversity of creative activity here at Montsalvat. Artists currently residing or
working on site include painters, goldsmiths, puppeteers, ceramicists and artisans
who work with textiles and glass.

Adam Frith    
Adam Griggs    
Adele O’Shea 
Amanda Grant   
Angela Abbott   
Carmen Tuke  
Damien Skipper   
Don James    
Jeanette Dyke 
Jean-Paul Zilliacus   
Dr Joanne Canning   
Keiko Matsui   
Kevin White   
Mary Caia   
Molly McPhie
Richard Nelson  
Rochelle Van Der Merwe  
Ryo Yamauchi 
Shinobu Kobayashi 
Simon Icarus Baigent       
Sue Thomas       
Susan Reddrop 

Painter
Puppeteer
Custom Dress Designer & Maker
Public Art Specialist
Painter
Mixed media, Musician &amp; Painter
Painter
Painter
Gold & Silversmith
Sculptor
Painter &amp; Puppeteer
Ceramicist
Ceramicist
Painter
Illustrator [until February 2023]
Film Maker
Mixed media & Photographer
Printmaker & Photographer
Woodworker
Goldsmith
Textiles
Glassmaker



ORGANISATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
GRANTS AND FUNDING
This year we had great support in response to our grant applications from State and
Local Government, and a number of organisations. They are as follows:
Nillumbik Shire Council: Reconciliation Grant
Nillumbik Shire Council: Community Grant
Nillumbik Shire Council: Arts (Triennial funding)
Regional Arts Victorian Access Program
National Library of Australia Community Heritage Grant
Business Victoria – Ventilation Program (matched funding)
Department Families, Fairness and Housing- Place based volunteering

PHILANTHROPY, PARTNERS AND SUPPORTERS 
PARTNERS
During this period Montsalvat continued to progress its Memorandum of Understanding
with Nillumbik Shire Council with meetings focusing on ways in which Montsalvat and the
Shire can collaborate, support new creative ventures and share resources. Montsalvat
also continued to deliver on a formal agreement to host two major Shire exhibitions: the
Nillumbik Art Prize and ‘Local Remix – The Cultural Collections of Nillumbik Shire
Council’. The relationship with Council is highly valued and underpins strengthened
programming in the region for arts supporters and all residents. 

Montsalvat was delighted to join with Victorian Opera to develop a three-year
partnership. This resulted in an inspiring Winter Youth Chorus Series. An enthusiastic cast
of singers aged 15-25 years were mentored by Victorian Opera’s Artistic Director Richard
Mills AM, CEO and Director Elizabeth Hill-Cooper, and Head of Music Phoebe Briggs.
Studying repertoire from the opera and musical theatre they then performed alongside
two of Victorian Opera’s professional singers. We hope that our partnership with
Victorian Opera will continue to develop and grow in the future.

DONORS AND PHILANTHROPY INITIATIVES
This financial year Montsalvat was extremely fortunate to have Barbara van Ernst AM as
our Philanthropy Coordinator, who has generously given her time and expertise on a pro
bono basis. Barb was appointed by the Board in July 2022, with the broad task of
providing fundraising leadership for a small voluntary team and engaging with
philanthropists and other potential donors for Montsalvat.

Barb’s infectious enthusiasm and generosity resulted in total funds of $102,233 for the
financial year 2022/2023. This consists of donations, EOFY appeal, fund raising events
and pledges for competition prizes. Outlined below are the key initiatives that were
undertaken. 



CERAMICS CIRCLE
The Ceramic Circle is led by Kevin White and involves external members, Anna Maas and
Dr Michael Elliott. Funds raised have enabled ClayTalk to purchase a second electric
kiln, a pug mill and a log splitter. ClayTalk is one of Montsalvat’s success stories and
provides exceptional educational and creative opportunities for people of all abilities
and experience.
 
JAZZ IS BACK SERIES
Building on Montsalvat’s previous history and links to jazz, the first series ran on the
last Sunday of the month. Barb van Ernst generously sponsored the musicians, Ron
Brown provided his expertise and sound systems and Anne Langworthy greatly assisted
with the coordination and management of the events. With each concert attracting an
increasingly broader and diverse audience, a total of $25,000 has been raised towards
the restoration of Lil’s Cottage.

OTHER EVENTS
Additional projects funded from donations include a promotional screen at reception, a
ride on mower and a wine fridge. The Philanthropy Co-ordinator role has enabled
Montsalvat to engage with the community, build friends, identify partnerships, and
introduce potential donors.

SUPPORTERS
Montsalvat is a diverse and complex organisation that provides an enormous breadth
of activities and attractions for our guests and visitors. This would not be possible
without the support and assistance from our supporters. We take this opportunity to
say thank you; without their help Montsalvat would not be able to provide the
wonderful concerts, exhibitions, festivals and workshops that the community has come
to expect and admire.

MAJOR DONOR
Barbara van Ernst AM

SIGNIFICANT DONORS
Morag Fraser AM
Adam Nettleton
John Howie AM
Margaret Abbey PSM
Peter Moore
Anthony (Ross) Davis
Kathleen Daalmeyer
Damien Grinsell
Andrew Oppy
Michael Rattray
Dr Michael Troy
Anna Maas

Peter Edwards
Alistair Hay
Tasma Wischer
Les Always
Matthew Jones
Anthea Hyslop
Peter Garnick
Evan Gellert
Renata Singer
Fiona Trembath
Sharen Vaughan
Richard Tait
Jennifer Mclellan

Peter Hughes
Ranko Hong
Vicente Galante
Andrew Boak
Geoff & Gemma Whyte
Ian Dwyer

In addition, we had many
generous supporters who
assisted us during this
period. Heartfelt thanks to
every donor.



FOUNDATION MEMBERS
Chair: John Howie AM, Treasurer: Dr Catherine Dale, Secretary: Peter Moore, Morag
Fraser AM and Kevin White

AAKonsult
Anna Maas, Skepsi Gallery
Araluen Disability Support Service
Assured Insurance Brokers
Amanda Grant, `Rare Metal
Australian Museums and Galleries
Association of Victoria
Buckingham and Company Estate Agents
Bunnings, Eltham
Carolyn Hawkins, Designer
Clearwater Plumbing
Craig Civil Engineering
Creative Victoria
Caroline Field, Art Historian
Deborah Routley
Edendale Farm
Eltham Cemetery Trust
Eltham District Historical Society
Essential Catering
Elizabeth Sprague
Field of Vision Photography
Flinders Quartet
Foods of the Valley
Geoffrey Falk
Helen Gill
Holding Redlich
Italian Institute of Culture
IT Networks
Justitia Lawyers
Kate Thwaites MP, Member for JagaJaga
Kevin White
Key Admin Solutions
La Trobe University 
LD Assurance Auditors
Lions Club – Eltham Branch
Marnie and Kendall Heenan, The Boulevard
at Montsalvat

Malcolm Lewis
Margaret Abbey PSM
Melbourne Polytechnic
Multicultural Arts Victoria
Mike Scott
National Gallery of Australia
Nillumbik Shire Council 
Officeworks, Eltham
Paul Danelutti, Bettalectrix
Peter Moore
Public Galleries Association of
Victoria
Quest Apartments Doncaster  
Ric Nelson, Film Maker
Rick Amor
Rohan Miller
Wurundjeri Land Council
Yarra Ranges Tourism
Youth Support & Advocacy Service -
Birribi Residential Service
Zoe Knighton
3RRR Radio Station
3MBS Community Radio

MONTSALVAT SUPPORTERS AND BUSINESS PARTNERS 



GOVERNANCE 
MONTSALVAT LIMITED BOARD

Dr Catherine Dale

 
John Howie AM  

Peter Sexton   

Dr Michael Liffman AM

Management Consultant (from October 2022)
General Manager Eurobodalla Council (until September 2022)
Montsalvat Board, Appointed Chair, November 2019

Lawyer Deputy Chair

Charted Accountant Treasurer

Adjunct Associate Professor, Swinburne University

 Director, Praxis Planning Pty Ltd

Granddaughter Justus Jorgensen & Small business
Owner/Operator Company Secretary

Urban Designer & Son of Matcham Skipper

Professor Emeritus, Swinburne University
Philanthropy Coordinator 

CEO Victorian Opera

Building and Development Consultant

Lisa Riddle  

Lynda Jorgensen 

Raphael Kilpatrick  

Barbara van Ernst AM
 

Elizabeth Hill-Copper

Ron Brown    

OBSERVERS
Madeleine McCelland –Nillumbik Shire Council 
Paul Wilson -Board Observer (until December 2022)
Iain Addy- Board Observer (from January 2023)

PATRONS

Phillip Adams AO
Australian broadcaster, film producer, 
writer & commenter

Morag Fraser AM
Australian journalist, editor and 
literary critic
Chair Book Review

Barry Jones AC
Professorial fellow at University of 
Melbourne
Board member of Victorian Opera

Barbara van Ernst AM
Professor Emeritus, Swinburne University



CEO                                                                         
General Manager  
Arts Manager      
Arts Tourism Manager    
Arts Program Coordinator     
Arts Admin Assistant   
Exhibitions Coordinator  
Clay Talk Ceramic Centre Manager  
Clay Talk Administrative Assistant    
Lead Gardener              
Events Manager        
Events Co-ordinator  
Finance & Administration 
Administration & Special Projects
Film and Photography         

RECEPTION                                                                           
Pascale Garlinge
Dara Valugina
Selina Willmott
Isabella Duncan
Jesse Mahoney
 
 Grounds & Maintenance    

Matt Jones (from May 2023)
Lyndel Wischer (until February 2023)
Lyndel Wischer (from March 2023)
Natalie Lawson
Elly-Louise Tyquin
Fiona McIntosh
Olivia Morris
Sergei Shatrov
 Tracey Hollis                                                       
Jo Douglas
Chris Toscano
Beverley Hart  
 Maureen White
Selina Wilmott (until June 2023)
Rachel Daalmeyer                                           

Veronica Dapiran
Jean Paul Zilliacus

STAFF 

EVENTS STAFF

Courtney Benke
Charlotte Cottrell
Stephanie Cottrell
Melissa Despotellis
Isabella Duncan
Amber Hulten
Bailey Johnson
Kristy Knowles
Ayrten Korakis

Anthony James Neale
William Rigby
Stephanie Rome
Anthony Ros-Paulo
Somphong Seksaeng
Jessica Sjohage
Zoe Smith
Maxine Treisman
Heather Turley



VOLUNTEERS 
Montsalvat is incredibly grateful to its volunteer base who are the people that keep
Montsalvat looking beautiful and delivering high quality events. In 2022/2023 our
volunteers contributed over 4,500 voluntary hours including continued efforts onsite
and off-site. Our volunteers make an incredible impact to Montsalvat through helping
in the garden, the galleries, running tours and contributing their time and passion to
arts events. 

Jane Annois
Roberta Atherton
Suzanne Atzinger
Jan Balla
John Baulch
Rachel Brak
Ron Brown
Joan Burchell
Charles Camera
Clare Dunstan
Yvonne Camera
Brett Clemow
Ted Clohesy
Nicole Combes
Catherine Dattner
Glen Doreian
Gene De Luca
Vincent Galante
Ivana Glogowski
Eleanor Gregory
Elizabeth Hall
Shireen Hammond
Rob Hammond
Lindsay Holder
Will Honner
Nicole Horne
Alexandra Janssens
Alan Johanson
Rosie Johnston
Sana Kojicin
Tony Landy
Anne Langworthy
Gen Lawlor
hirlin Lin
Amy Liu

Jenni Livingston
Stephen McColl
Fiona McIntosh
Jesse Mahoney
Michelle Memery
Helen Mihajlovic
Sean Moran
Karin Motyer
Jery Mourelatos
Emily Natoli
Liz Notley
Clemence Overall
Mel Parker
Deb Pasinis (Routley)
Rita Politis
Mike Ridley
Leah Riston
Steve Robertson (Comms?)
Ann Rossini
Bob Rusling
Linda Schneider
Beth Scoberg
Kevin Seviour
Gordana Stankovski
Ivy Stephens
Janie Symons
Peter Talbot
Sharen Vaughan
Tanya Viggiana
Roxanne Viggiano
Mandy Vis
Jack Waghorn
Gail Walsh
Trisha Weller
Gemma Whyte
































































